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A VERY LONG HISTORY 
• The trap fishery for bluefin tuna (Thunnus thynnus) 

is the most ancient fishery industry in the world, 
being active since at least twenty-six centuries.  

• The great importance of this activity in providing 
seafood to humans was always documented by 
many writers, even in historical times.  

• Now a comprehensive bibliography on the tuna 
trap fisheries in the Eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean is available, including also papers 
on various aspects of the bluefin tuna biology and 
ecology when they are linked to the trap fisheries. 



THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
BIBLIOTEQUES 

Many books are nowadays available on internet, but 
several are not there and the opportunity to have 
some rare books sits still in the classical biblioteques. 



A TOTAL OF 624 TITLES 
The oldest title date back to the III century b.C. but many others very 

rare books and papers are included. 



HUNDREDS OF BOOKS DESCRIBING SO MANY 
ASPECTS OF TUNA TRAPS AND BLUEFIN TUNA 



POEMS AND DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS OF THE 
TUNA TRAP FISHERY 



GENERAL BUT PRECISE OVERVIEWS, 
MANUSCRIPTS AND TECHNICAL DETAILS 



A TOTAL OF 1235 TITLES 
Rules, laws and even legal disputes in front of the Courts! 



A TOTAL OF 1235 TITLES 
Old and modern Fishery Dictionaries and popular 

magazines, all adding pieces to the puzzle! 



A TOTAL OF 1235 TITLES 
A total of 1235 papers, books, films and video have been listed, possibly an 

incomplete catalogue, maybe the second specific listing after the marvellous 
work by Genevieve Corwin made in 1929 (Bibliography of the Tunas). 

Most of them are specifically describing the trap fishery (55%), but many deal 
with historical aspects (29%) and with bluefin tuna biology (12%) 
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A TOTAL OF 1235 TITLES 
The most represented country is Italy (43%), followed by Spain (25%), 
Portugal and France (4%), Tunisia and Morocco (3%).  It is interesting 
that almost all countries are represented. 
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A WORK IN PROGRESS 
Possibly, many other books, documents, papers, films and videos 

have to be listed. They are sitting in historical archives, private 
collections, research institutes, libraries, televisions and film 

productions archives, and they need some further data mining 
work to be done. 



This work was done for serving the tuna scientists and helping them in finding 
some rare references which might be useful for their work, but it will growth 

over time with your continuous support. 



 

ICCAT-GBYP: SCIENCE FOR SUSTAINABILITY 

THANKS! 
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